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According to a report released in mid-February by the government's National Human Rights
Commission (CNDH), of over 115 cases of human rights abuse cases in the August 1988- August
1990 period, 16 Mexican workers died, and at least 40 were beaten by US Border Patrol and San
Diego (California) Crime Prevention Agency personnel. Non-governmental organizations which
monitor human rights abuses in the border area say real numbers are much higher, since most
violations are never reported. For example, in 1991 alone, about 180 corpses were recovered from
rivers along the US-Mexico border. While official reports indicate accidental drowning, most of
the bodies were badly bruised. An investigation carried out by the Colegio de la Frontera Norte
indicated that millions of dollars are extorted every year from Mexican migrants by Mexican border
police. According to the Colegio's report, Mexican police threaten migrants with imprisonment
for drug trafficking if they refuse to pay. Government statistics indicate that an estimated 4 million
Mexicans working illegally in the US repatriate about US$5 billion per year to relatives in Mexico.
The number of undocumented Mexican and Central American nationals crossing the US border
on an annual basis is estimated at around 1 million. On Feb. 19, the CNDH sent recommendations
to the Chamber of Deputies calling for an accord with Washington to deal with human rights
abuse complaints by Mexican nationals at the US border. Recommendations include a review of
regulations used by both governments at the consular level for immigration matters, and diplomatic
procedures that would permit Mexican consular officials to visit Mexican nationals at US detention
centers. (Sources: Excelsior, 02/20/92; Inter Press Service, 02/25/92)
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